March 2005

Contraband

Presidents Message

March is here, and I'm looking forward to warmer weather,
so of course as | write this it has turned colder again! My
younger daughter and | attended the Acadiana Fly Rodders
conclave last month and had a good time seeing the
different tyers that were there as well as hearing Terry and
Roxanne Wilson speak. This month the Red Stick fly
fishers conclave will be held on Saturday March 12 at the
Waddill Outdoors Center in Baton Rouge. Complete
details are now available at http://www.rsff.org/info/RSFF-
seminar-leaflet-2005-lorez.pdf for dial-up connections or at
http://www.rsff.org/info/RSFEE-seminar-leaflet-2005-
hirez.pdf for broadband connections. This looks like a very
good event to attend, and will run from 9 am to 3 pm.

March’s contraband Fly Casters Meeting will feature some
pictures and reports from the Acadiana Fly Rodder’s
Conclave in February and the Red Stick Fly Fishers
Conclave the Saturday before our March meeting. April’'s
meeting will feature a report from the 2005 Sowbug
Roundup held in Mountain Home, Arkansas, which
features over a hundred different flytyers. After that will we
be trying to get various speakers from the refuges,
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, etc.

Fishing results continue to be at the whims of the weather.
| for one am getting tired of seeing rain on weekends. One
of the few weekends it didn't rain was the one of the
Acadiana Fly Rodders conclave, although the weathermen
were predicting rain for that day! Here’s to warmer and
drier days ahead!

One of the things that I've neglected to push so far this
year, is that with the new year, it is time to re-invest in the
dues for the Contraband Fly Casters. To that end, you will
find a form for the 2005 membership in the Contraband Fly
Casters later on in the newsletter.

Fly Casters

Mark Delaney
Proposed LNG Terminals Still i n the News

The proposed Shell LNG terminal off the Cameron coast is
not the only one proposed for the Texas-Louisiana coast.
Recently Conoco-Phillips has proposed an off-shore LNG
facility that would essentially be due south of the Louisiana-
Texas border. Like the proposed Shell facility, it's initial
design would feature an open-loop system. Shell recently
drastically lowered the estimates of damage to fisheries
stock that would occur, but | have not seen any figures to
really this action back up (and I've looked...). Up to 49 new
LNG terminals are proposed around the country, and the
industry thinks that not all of them will get built, but the
ones that have the best chance are along the Gulf coast.
The Louisiana Coastal Conservation Association has come
out against open-loop systems, advocating closed-loop
systems to re-warm the natural gas. Shell has indicated
that if a closed-loop system is required, it may scrap the
whole project. The National Marine Fisheries Seervice is
concerned because these two plants are in what they term
“the fertile crescent” of the Gulf, which is the most
biologically productive area in the Gulf of Mexico
ecosystem. Marine stocks that will be affected are redfish,
Spanish mackerel, white shrimp, brown shrimp, speckled
trout, flounder, menhaden, mullet and blue crabs. The
NMFS indicates that all these species use the area as
breeding grounds, which the NMFS is required to protect.
The Louisiana Charter Boat Association has come out
against open loop systems for LNG terminals as well citing
the tremendous potential losses to the fishery stocks.



Freshwater Fly of the Month

White River Demon

Hook: Daiichi 2461, 6 to 1/0 or equivalent
Head: Silver plastic bead, 5mm
Weight: 10-20 turns of lead wrapped behind b ead
Underbody: Flo. orange plastic canvas yarn
Body: Pearl plastic canvas yarn or Krienik braid
Thread: Orange
Hackle: white
Tail: white rabbit or marabou

This fly is supposed to represent a shad that didn't quite
make it through the generators at the dam on the White
River.

Tying Instuctions:

Slide a bead onto the hook and add 10-20 wraps of lead
wire behind the bead, depending on the size of the hook.
Tie the tail in and then the hackle, then the pearl body and
finally the orange underbody. Advance the thread to just
behind bead. Wrap the underbody forward and tie off and
trim any excess. Do the sme with the body material.
Finally palmer the hackle forward to just behind the bead.
Trim off any excess hackle and then make a definite collar
of orange thread just behind the bead by wrapping the
thread around the top edge of the bead and letting it slip
down into place. Tie off the thead, trim and add head
cement.

The example shown here was tied by Tony Spezio of
Mountain Home, Arkansas. The fly is useful not only for
trout, but can be used for other fish as well. Jerry Caruso
of Philadelphia reports that it works well for bass and
panfish. Jerry has also successfully used it for bluefish in
saltwater. The only modification Jerry makes, is to add red
eyes with a black pupil to the bead. He says bass and
bluefish prefer fast retrieves, while panfish prefer a slower
retrieve. The fly is fished like a streamer.

Saltwater Fly of the Month

Floating Mullet

Hook: Standard saltwater
Tail: White craft fur topp ed with black tinsel or
Krystal flash, topp ed with black craft fur
Body: 1large black and 1 large white spong e rubber
spider body
Eyes: Painted, yellow with black pupil

This pattern is a modification of the clouser floating
minnow. The difference is that the two bodies are glued on
the hook, with the black on top and the white on bottom
instead of side to side.

Tying instructions:

Wrap the thread on just behind the eye of the hook and
wrap it two thirds of the way to the bend of the hook. Tie in
the white craft fur, then top that with black Krystal flash or
black tinsel and then top that with black craft fur. the
thread is then tied off. If you are going to use superglue as
your glue, you can cut the thread at this point. If you are
going to use Goop or E6000, you leave the thead attached.
The two sponge rubber bodies are then glued in place.
This can be done with superglue, but you have to be
careful not to get the glue on your fingers, or not to distort
the body shape. If you use Goop or E6000, you can
position the bodies where you want and then wrapwith the
tying thead loosely. The thread should be tied off and then
the glue allowed to dry for at least four hours. The thread
holding the bodies in place can then be cut off. Using
Goop or E6000 theoretically gives a more water resistant
and flexible bond between the sponge rubber bodies. Eyes
are then painted on using Testor's model paint, yellow with
a black pupil.

The fly should be cast near the edges of schools of small
finger mullet and retrieved in such a way that it looks like a
mullet that is getting separated from the school. A
relatively steady retrieve that gives a V-shped wake is what
should be strived for. The fly is effective on speckeld trout
and redfish.



Directions to the Red Stick Fly Fishers Conclave Saturday, March 12, 2005

For anyone interested in going to the Red Stick Fly Fishers Conclave on March 12 from the Lake Charles
area, these are the directions:

Geton I-10 East toward Lafayette/Baton Rouge. Proceed through Lafayette toward Baton Rouge. Cross
the Mississippi River on 1-10 and enter Baton Rouge. Make a left exit onto I-12 East and exit on O'Neal
Lane heading north. Continue north past Florida Blvd. O'Neal will turn to the west and turn into Choctaw
Blvd. Proceed to the intersection of N. Falannery Rd. and Choctaw Blvd. and turn right (north) on N.
Flannery Road. Proceed to the Waddill Outdoors Center at 4145 N. Flanner Rd which will be on the
right.

Paddling demos, flytying demos, casting instruction and exhibits start at 9 am and go to 3 pm (paddling
only to 1 pm), with Nick Curcione speaking at 9:30 & 10:30 am. Lunch (crawfish etoufee, $5) is from
11:30 am to 1:00 pm. Pete Cooper will speak at 1 pm, the raffle drawing will be at 2 pm and Ron
Begnaud wil speak at 2:30 pm. Everything should be finished by 4 pm.



Mar 12

Mar 14

Mar 14

Mar 15

Mar 17

Mar 17

Mar 17-19

Mar 28

Mar 31

Calendar

RSFF Conclave, Waddill Outdoors
Center, 4145 N. Flannery Rd., Baton
Rouge, LA, 9 am —4 pm

NLFF Mtg., Camp Forbing, LA, 7pm
RSFF Mtg., Wildlife & Fisheries Bldg.,
Quail Dr., Baton Rouge, LA, 7 pm
CFC Mtg., Gayle Hall Aud., McNeese,
Lake Charles, LA, Tying 6 pm, Mtg. 7
pm

PBFF Tying, Glass Menagerie, 1845
Causeway Blvd., Covington, LA 7 pm
NOFF Tying, Whitney Bank Bldg., 1441
Metairie Rd. Metairie, La, 7:30 pm
Sowbug Roundup, Family Life Center,
Mountain Home, AR, Th 12-4, Fri & Sat
9-5

ORFF Mtg., Monroe News-Star
Community Room, 411 N. Fourth St.,
circulation Dept. Bldg., Monroe, LA, 7
pm

NOFF Mtg., Whitney Bank Bldg., 1441
Metairie Blvd., Metairie, LA, 7:30 pm

Officers
President:

Mark Delaney, 337/475-5956, 337/477-3845,
chemprof2001@yahoo.com

Vice-President:

Ty Southerland, 337/474-4434,

tysoutherland@hotmail.com

Treasurer:

Danny Williams, 337/479-4077, diwiliams@Iwcpafirm.com

Club e-mail address:

contrabandflycasters@yahoo.com messages will come
from “Jean Lafitte”

Club website: http://cbfcO.tripod.com




